"Devices" "Gesta Grrayomm"              109

reason of all tlie learning that hath been these many hundred
years 1 The philosophy of the Grecians ... is gathered out of
a few vulgar observations; that of the alchemists out of a few
experiments of a furnace. The one never faileth to multiply
words, the other ever faileth to multiply gold. . . Let me
so give every man his due, as I give Time his due, which is
to discover truth. Many of these men had greater wits far
above mine own, and so are many in the universities of
Europe at this day. But, alas ! they learn nothing there
but to believe : first, to believe that others know that which
they know not; and after, that themselves know that which
they know not."

There is as little doubt as to Bacon's part in the
speeches of the six counsellors in the Eevcls, " Gesta
Grayorum." celebrated at his Inn of Court in January
1595. The first and fifth are certainly his own, the
latter dwelling on the paramount importance of educa-
tion as the guardian of the laws ; the former, anticipating
alike the suggestions of the ' Commentariiis Solutus' and
the imaginary realisation of c Solomon's House.' The
speeches of the Hermit and the Squire in the second,
otherwise fantastic, " Device " of Essex, at the close of
the year, are clearly from the same source. In January
1596 appeared the i Pro.ni.us of Formularies and Ele-
gancies,' which (begun December 1594) iirst displayed
the author's excess of quotation arid aphorism, as did
the 'Colours of Good and .Evil' (appended with tlio
1 Meditationes Saciw,' to the first edition of the 'Es-
says') his love of antithesis. It has been conjectured
that several philosophical "opuscula," afterwards super-
seded, may have been sketched during the later years
of the century ; but nothing of consequence was written,
in this sphere, previous to Elizabeth's death. .Early